
ince it was founded after World War II in a caretaker’s cottage in San Antonio, Texas, Sunshine Cottage 
School for Deaf Children has grown into an internationally respected institution. Using state-of-the-art 
teaching, treatment, and technology, Sunshine Cottage helps children who are deaf or hard of hearing 

learn to listen, speak, and live bountiful, independent lives in the hearing world. 
     It’s not always an easy task. “When working with young children who are deaf or hard of hearing, it is important 
to encourage families to provide the best auditory environment possible,” explains Dolores Lasswell, M.Ed., a 
parent advisor at Sunshine Cottage.
     An assemblage of speech-language pathologists (SLPs), audiologists, and teachers, Sunshine Cottage staff can 
easily control the quality of the audio environment that their students experience at the school. However, staff 
have no way of knowing for sure if their students are exposed to optimal audio environments at home.
     One example is Adam, 2, who has bilateral cochlear implants. Using 
a demo version of the LENAtm System in May 2008, when he was 22 

months of age, Sunshine Cottage 
recorded Adam and his parents in 
their natural home environment. 
Besides helping Adam’s parents 
realize that Adam’s vocalizations 
and exposure to adult words and 
conversational turns were low, 
the colorful, intuitive reports 
emphasized the fact that the 
TV, which was often on for a time in the morning and the evening, had 
been slightly hindering parent-child interaction and conversations. “With 
the easy-to-understand LENA graphs, we can see right away if there are 
any significant electronic media, such as TV or the radio, that might be 
hindering their listening and language development potential,” Lasswell 
says. 
	 Adam’s mother was impressed with the quality of the reports and 
excited to learn more of the importance of exposing Adam to a high 
number of adult words and conversational turns.
	 To check Adam’s progress eight months later, Sunshine Cottage 
ordered a LENA Language Assessment from the LENA Foundation. 

	 In Adam’s case, the LENA Language Assessment results were impressive. 
“Adam’s condition had improved considerably,” his mother says. For example, the assessment showed that Adam 
and his parents had:

•	 Increased the amount of meaningful talk in the audio environment
•	 Boosted adult word count from fewer than 12,000 to nearly 26,000
•	 Improved child vocalizations from fewer than 700 to nearly 3,000
•	 Drove up conversational turns from fewer than 300 to nearly 1,300

Adam was in the 97th percentile for adult word count, 99th percentile for conversational turns, and in the 80th 
percentile for child vocalizations.
     “The LENA System has significantly increased the insight we have into our families’ everyday home audio 
environments,” Lasswell adds. As a result, SLPs, audiologists, and teachers can now discreetly assess their student’s 
natural home audio environments and help parents modify them to optimize the hearing and learning potential of 
Sunshine Cottage students. And it’s bound to benefit them when they head off into the hearing world. 
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the LENA Language 
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Two-year-old Adam plays with percussion 
instruments at Sunshine Cottage.
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A powerful new tool for the early screening, diagnosis, research, 
and treatment of language delays and disorders in children and adults. 


